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       Celebratory Naming  

 

Since the 12th October 1993 our school has been named ñPierre-de-
Coubertin-Gymnasiumò in honour of the French sport pedagogue, 
humanist, and founder of the modern Olympic Games.  
 

 

 
The honorary guests: Geoffroy de Navacelle de Coubertin, grand-
nephew of Pierre de Coubertin, and his wife, along with the schoolôs 
then headmaster, Mr. Tasler. 
 
(Photo: School archive of the Pierre-de-Coubertin-Gymnasium Erfurt) 

 

 

 

 

1993 
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1997 1st International Youth Forum of the 
Coubertin Schools in Le Havre (France) 

 
 
On the occasion of the Congress of the International Pierre de  
Coubertin Committee ï ñCoubertin and Olympism: Questions for the 
Futureò ï in Le Havre, a Youth Forum was organised for the first time. 
Pupils from six Coubertin Schools from four different countries    
competed against each other for the Coubertin Badge and presented 
the results of their work during the closing ceremony of the congress. 
From then on, the establishment of an International Network of 
Coubertin Schools began. Consequently, our school is one of the 
founding members and has henceforth committed itself to an Olympic 
education.  
 

Impressive finale: The Olympic Rings in front of Mirville Castle presented by all the     
 participants. (Photo: Archive CIPC) 
 
Our Team:  Franziska Petzoldt, Maxie Bruske, Mary Winkelmann, Tim Küchling, 

Nadja König, Patrick Steinmetz, Annika Möller, Stephan Huck,         
Susanne Müller, Annett Mohrich, Sylvia Köhler, Hendrik Bärschneider, 
Christian Grosch, Yvonne Bühler, Julia Holzmüller, Sandra Hau-
benschild, Evelyn Schuch, Katharina Albert 

Teachers:  Mr. Tasler, Mr. Rauscher, Mrs. Nikolaus 
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The two-year EU-Socrates Project   
ñIn the footsteps of William Penny 
Brookes and Pierre de Coubertinò 

A shared Olympic idea between our Coubertin-
Gymnasium and the William Brookes School, saw the town of Much 
Wenlock in Shropshire, England become the starting point for an 
extensive project focusing on the friendship between Dr. William  
Penny Brookes and Pierre de Coubertin. 
Alongside studies made at original sites (such as the archives in 
Brookesô birthplace and exhibitions in the Much Wenlock Museum), 
the 20 participants got to know more about the homeland of William 
Penny Brookes in the county of Shropshire ï the cradle of the      
Industrial Revolution.  
The highlight was the involvement of our athletes as the first foreign 
participants in the 113th Wenlock Olympic Games (the first Games 
were held in 1850 under the guidance of Dr. William Penny Brookes).  
Our project results were documented both in English and German in 
an 80-page brochure as well as on 10 posters.  

(Photos: T. Pohl)  
 

Our Team: Melanie Albert, Petra Klemm, Julia Holzmüller, Christine Pinkwart, 
Jürgen Leu, Marian Schmalz, Björn Ebersoll, Christian Seifert,      
Doreen Walter, Catharina Lenke, Thomas Hausmann, Robin Kluge, 
Benjamin Reske, Kristin Laube, Kay Wronka, Bianka Schneider,  
Robert Lehmann, Markus Henze, Christine Reichmann, Nora Höhn 

Teachers: Mr. Pohl, Mrs. Nikolaus 

 

1998/

1999 
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1999 
2nd International Youth Forum of the 
Coubertin Schools in Much Wenlock 

(Great Britain) 
 

The host for the second International Youth Forum of the Coubertin 
Schools was the small English town of Much Wenlock. Together with 
pupils from six other Coubertin Schools from five different countries 
our participants took part in competing for the Coubertin Badge where 
they practiced fair play and enhanced an understanding among   
nations. 

Participants go for a hike through the Shropshire Hills 

 

        

   

 

 

        

  

Our Team:  Frauke Glaser, Christoph Häusig, Anja Köhler, Marcel Schmalisch, 
Norman Klöppner, Robert Fritsch, Martin Durner, Sabrina Denner, 
Sabine Seidel, Franziska Klier 

Teachers: Mr. Germeshausen, Mrs. Nikolaus (Photos: I. Nikolaus) 

Tracing Olympic heritage ï 

in front of the Much 

Wenlock Museum 
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2001 
3rd International Youth Forum 

of the Coubertin Schools  
in Lausanne (Switzerland) 

 
 

The venue of the third meeting of the Coubertin Schools from 22nd-
29th September 2001 was the Olympic capital of Lausanne,         
Switzerland. 110 participants between the ages of 16 and 18 from 
nine countries competed for the first time for the Coubertin Medal of 
the CIPC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following the Youth Forum the Australian team accompanied us for a 
week in Erfurt. 
 

Our Team: Julia Siering, Mandy Vogt, Franziska Monser, Philipp Abe, André 
Schumacher, Marie-Luise Zierenner, Katharina Müller, Tina 
Schmidt, Stefanie Petzoldt, Michael Kanold 

Teachers: Mr. Germeshausen, Mrs. Nikolaus (Photos: B. Germeshausen) 

Our group in front 
of the IOC  
headquarters 
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2002/ 

2003 

Interdisciplinary project  
on Olympic education: 

The creation process of the pupilsô exhibition  
ñPierre de Coubertin - Life and Work of a Humanistò 

 

50 pupils from form 11Sp devoted themselves to this project, which 
involved the subjects English, French, history, art, computer         
sciences, and sports theory.   
Alongside the exhibition for the school building, a touring exhibition 
done in German, English, and French, was also elaborated and has 
been shown on all continents. It was displayed at the Athens 2004, 
Turin 2006, Beijing 2008, London 2012 and Rio 2016 Olympic 
Gamesô. In the meantime, our partner schools translated our text into 
16 other languages. Our exhibition is now available in 19 languages. 

Alexander Funke and Franziska Monser proudly presenting their exhibition during the 
CoubertinïSymposium in Leipzig 2003   

Available languages: German, English, French, Portuguese, Spanish, Czech, 
Greek, Slovakian, Estonian, Polish, Italian, Serbian,    
Albanian, Swahili, Chinese, Russian, Norwegian,      
Japanese and Ukrainian (in preparation: Arabic) 

Supporting project teachers: Mrs. Blümel, Mrs. Dainat, Mrs. Jelinek, Mr. Kleinecke,    
Mrs. Kölmel, Mrs. Wolff, Mrs. Nikolaus  
(Photos: I. Nikolaus) 
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2003 
4th International Youth Forum of the 

Coubertin Schools in Genova-Arenzano 
(Italy) 

 
The fourth International Youth Forum took place in Genova-
Arenzano. 12 delegations from 10 countries participated. With the 
involvement of the Lycée Coubertin Tunis (Tunisia), now three     
continents were being represented. The motto of this Youth Forum 
was ñEnvironment and Olympismò. For this, the nature and environ-
ment museum ñMuvitaò in Arenzano provided excellent facilities.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joy of effort: girlsô 
cross-country 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Second category 
of the Pierre de 
Coubertin Award: 
The knowledge 
test    
 

 
 
 
 
Our Team:  Katja Niedlich, Anna Haberkorn, Elena Heinemann, Ricarda   

Heinemann, Christoph Strauch, Lydia Kurstedt, Paul Taubmann, 
Kevin Reinemann  

Teachers: Mr. Gläßer, Mrs. Nikolaus (Photos: I. Nikolaus) 



9 

 

 

2004 
Symposium ñThe Importance of the 
Olympic Ideals for Educationò  

 4th-7th March 2004    

In celebration of the European Year of School Sports, the Thuringian 
Sports Association, together with our school, organised an           
international symposium with the participation of six Coubertin 
Schools from the Network (Berlin, Unterwaltersdorf, Tábor, Pieġtôany, 
and Much Wenlock).  
In a series of lectures and workshops the participants exchanged 
ideas on the Olympic values that Coubertin formulated over 100 
years ago. Additionally, sports competitions and excursions to      
Thuringia's main sights were also on the agenda.  

 
 

 

 

Opening Ceremony 
in the Town Hall  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photos: School archive at the Pierre-de-Coubertin-Gymnasium Erfurt) 

A demonstration of 
British sports. 
The team from Much  
Wenlock 
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2005 
5th International Youth Forum of the 

Coubertin Schools in Radstadt (Austria) 
 

2005 saw the gathering of pupils from 15 Coubertin 
Schools from 13 countries in the Austrian town of Rad-

stadt, near Salzburg. 
The motto of the 5th International Youth Form was: ñMaking Olympic 
Principles Work in the Life of Youthò.   
In addition to the competitions for the Coubertin Award there were 
several excursions, among others, to Salzburg and the Dachstein 
Massif.  

 
 

Our team was able to 
score points with their play 
ñScenes from Sports His-
tory in       Thuringiaò. 
 

 

 

Castle Tandalier, Olympic Village of the 5th International Youth Forum 

Our Team:  Katja Grohmann, Marina Keß, Jessica Kliebisch, Stefan Stadler, 
Marco Fuhrmeister, Martin Wolff, Sascha Wilhelm, Jennifer      
Marquardt, Peter Pfahl  

Teachers: Mr. Böttner, Mrs. Nikolaus (Photos: E. Hübner and CIPC Archives) 
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2005/

2006 

A Multidisciplinary Project  
on Olympic Education:  

The Development of an Honorary Gallery of 
Olympic Medallists for our School Building 

 

In a school project (made up of the subjects: French, English, and 
Computer Science), pupils of the form 11Sp created six display 
boards in celebration of the 20 former students who have won   
Olympic gold medals over the past five decades. 
In addition, a further six display boards of successful athletes who 
went to the Pierre-de-Coubertin-Gymnasium Erfurt were elaborated. 
After extensive research the cataloguing of all silver and bronze 
medallists from our school could also be completed for the schoolôs 
homepage.     
 

The project was completed by participants of following Youth Forums 
in their free time being part of their Social Performance. 
Since then, pupils have created further honorary display boards, 
alongside three posters, celebrating the successful athletes from the: 
Beijing 2008, Sochi 2010, and London 2012 Olympic Games.  
Furthermore, five posters were created to honour the Coubertin Pu-
pilôs Prize winners from our school (the project can be seen on the 
ground floor of the school building). 
 

Supporting teachers: Mr. Kleinecke, Mrs. Nikolaus (Photos: I. Nikolaus) 

Gunda Niemann-Stirnemann
Eisschnelllauf

*17.09.1966 in Sondershausen
1981 - 1984 an der KJS Erfurt

3fache Olympiasiegerin: 1992 in Albertville (5000m, 
3000m) und 1998 in Nagano (3000m)

4fache Olympia-Zweite: 1992 in Albertville (1500m), 
1994 in Lillehammer (5000m) und

1998 in Nagano (5000m und 1500m)
Olympia-Dritte 1994 in Lillehammer (1500m)

19fache Weltmeisterin
5fache Vizeweltmeisterin

12fache Gesamtweltcup-Siegerin
7fache Europameisterin

14fache DDR-Meisterin
20fache Deutsche Meisterin 

Sabine Völker
Eisschnelllauf

*11.05.1973 in Erfurt
1986 - 1992 an der KJS Erfurt

Olympiasiegerin 2006 in Turin (Teamlauf)
2fache Olympia-Zweite 2002 in Salt Lake City 

(1000m,1500m)
Olympia-Dritte 2002 in Salt Lake City (500m)

Weltmeisterin 2005 in Inzell (Teamlauf)
3fache Vizeweltmeisterin

WM-Dritte 2005 in Inzell
Gesamtweltcup Siegerin 2002

3fache Gesamtweltcup-Dritte
10fache Deutsche Meisterin

Daniela Anschütz-Thoms
Eisschnelllauf

*20.11.1974 in Erfurt
Olympiasiegerin 2006 in Turin (Teamlauf)

Weltmeisterin 2005 in Inzell (Teamlauf, mit Freiluftweltrekord)
3. Platz Weltmeisterschaften 2003 in Göteborg (Mehrkampf)

Vizeeuropameisterin 2005 in Heerenveen (Mehrkampf)
6fache Deutsche Meisterin

Olympiasieger ïehemalige Schüler der Sportschule Erfurt

designed by:

Eugen Schubert

und Sven Lieback

Foto:S. Fromm

Foto:S. Fromm

Foto:S. Fromm

Martin Putze
(auf dem Bild 2. von rechts)

*14.01.1985 in Apolda
Bobsport (Zweier, Vierer)

Erfolge: Olympiasieger 2006 in Turin
Weltmeister 2005 in Calgary

Europameister 2005 in Altenberg
Trainer: Matthias Trübner

Anja Schneiderheinze
(links auf dem oberen Foto)

*08.04.1978 in Erfurt 
Bobsport (Zweier)

Erfolge: Olympiasiegerin 2006 in Turin
Weltmeisterin 2005 in Calgary

Vizeweltmeisterin 2004 in Königssee
Trainer: Wolfgang Hoppe

Olympiasieger ïehemalige Schüler der Sportschule Erfurt

Jochen Babock
(im Hintergrund: J. Babock)

(im Vordergrund v. links: M. Nehmer, B. Germeshausen
und B. Lehmann)

*24.08.1953
Bobsport (Vierer)

Erfolge: Olympiasieger 1976 in Innsbruck
Europameister 1979 in Winterberg 

designed by:

Sven Lieback

und Eugen Schubert
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2006 
 

The schoolôs 50th birthday 
 

 

On the 29th September 2006, the occasion of the school's              
50th birthday, the honorary plaque "Member of the World Network of 
Coubertin Schools" was awarded to the school by the International 
Pierre de Coubertin Committee for its longstanding commitment to 
Olympic education.   
 

 
 
The President of the International Coubertin Committee,                
Prof. Dr. Norbert Müller, and the Headmaster, Mr. Böttner  
 
(Photo: Archive Pierre-de-Coubertin-Gymnasium) 
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2004-

2007 

Comenius School Development Project 
ñCoubertin Academyò 

 

One of Pierre de Coubertin's greatest visions was to 
strengthen the friendship between people through sport. 

This was the main focus of our 3-year Comenius School               
Development project - a project funded and financially supported by 
the European Union. 
The emphasis was particularly concentrated on: the development of 
intercultural awareness, the understanding of fellow European     
nations, and the continuation of foreign language learning. 
Our project partners: 
 1. Gymnasium Pierra de Coubertina Pieġtôany/Slovakia 
 2. Ülenurme Gymnaasium/Estonia 
 3. Tennis Academy Sopot/Poland) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our team: Primarily pupils from the 9th/10th grade 
Teachers: Mrs. Kölmel, Mrs. Blümel, Mr. Hofmann, Mrs. Hübner, Mrs. 

Gramann, Mr. Bojakowski, Mrs. Nikolaus  
(Photos: Project Archives)

Having fun at the international art 

workshop in Erfurt 

Our handbook: a 200-page handbook on 
Olympic education, which is not only used 
in our school, but also internationally in 
nine different subjects 

 

 


